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THIS diſcourſe is ſent to the preſs merely is 
ſave the labour of tranſcription to ſeveral friends 
who had wiſhed to take copies; and without any 
view to general publication. - 

The paſſages marked with inverted commas are 
taken from Mrs Barbauld's excellent pamphlet on 
the © Sins of the Nation; to the peruſal of which f 
if the following diſcourſe ſhould lead any of thoſe q 
into whoſe hands it may fall, the author will feel 3 
himſelf happy that he has conſented to its appear- 
ance in its preſent form. 
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FAST SERMON, 


HOSEA vi. 1. 


COME AND LET US RETURN UNTO THE LORD; FOR HE HAT H 


TORN, AND HE WILL HEAL us; HE HATH SNITTEN, AND 
HE WILL BIND US UP. 


Tl was formerly objected to the Chriſtian religion, 
that it did not inculcate the doctrine of Patriotiſm, 
which made ſo great a figure in the moral ſyſtems of 


the ancients. It was anſwered, that Chriſtianity, while 


it taught the much ſublimer doctrine of the Uniffrſal 
Relation of all mankind to One Common Father of all, 
who looks upon all the children of his family with an 
impartial eye, does by no means diſcourage the natural 
{ſentiments of affectionate attachment to the place of our 
nativity, the ſcene of all our joys and griefs, and the 
reſidence of our friends and intimate companions; and 
that, teaching by example as well as by precept, it ex- 
hibits its great Author weeping over his native country, 
and laying, If thou hadft known, even in this thy day, the 
things which belong to thy peace but now they * hid From 
thine eyes, 

The contrary is now the faſhionable doctrine; that 
the love of our country is, and always has been, mere 
fiction and pretence; aſſumed as a plauſible colour to 
delude the populace, and to conceal ſome bad and ſiniſ- 
ter deſign: that the very idea is abſurd; ſince a regard 
to ſelfiſh and private interelt is the ſole principle of hu- 
man actions; or, in other words, that every man has his 

rice! | 

It would probably be a fruitleſs attempt to reaſon 

againſt the /elf- conſciouſneſs of thoſe who maintain this 
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doEtrine, who may form general concluſions from their 
own feelings and experience. All that we can do is, 
to treat them upon their own principles, by withhold- 
ing from them that confidence againit which they fo 
fairly warn us. But ſurely it is an alarming ſymptom 
of moral degeneracy, when ſuch a doctrine, the baſe 
and impudent offspring of luxury, diſſipation, and ge- 
neral corruption both of principles and manners, is 
publicly avowed and countenanced ; {till more, if we 
lind it, as it is to be feared we ſhall, too generally, acted 
upon. 

It is, indeed, to be deeply lamented, that, in the pro- 
feſſion of the truly venerable character of Patriotiſm, 
there ſhould ever have been hypocrites, traitors, and 
cowards; or that ſo many ſhould be found, in every 
age, who wear the mark of Patriotiſm to promote the 
purpoſes of Party. But even hypocriſy and artifice, as 
well as the indignation they excite, bear teſtimony to 
the reality and worth of the principle. And I truſt, my 
friends, that all our hearts feel a juſt abhorrence of the 
above-mentioned profligate doctrine z and, without heli- 


tation, aſſent to the reality of a genuine: 7 difit iterelte: 4 
Patriotiſni 


Our Governors, undoubtedly, muſt now ſuppoſe that 


we are animated by this noble paſſion; and, by the ap- 
pointment of this day's folemnity, they call upon us to 
exerciſe our love of our country, in devoutly imploring 
the mercy of the Almighty; his forgiveneſs of our ma- 
nifold offences; his protection from the dangers which 
may threaten us; and his gracious interpoſition to re- 
ſtore us to proſperity and peace. Conſequently they 
call upon us to conſider the public character; to conti- 
der what have been the national crimes, and what are 
the national calamities; that we may, with more intel- 
Iigence, and with a better hope of ſucceſs, diſcharge the 
required duties, both of confeſhon and reform. For 
whatever benefits may have been ſuppoſed to reſult 
from implicit credulity in matters of faith, implicit hu- 
miliations and prayers will certainly profit nothing; or 
be at all available, either to our own reformation, or in 
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the fight of Him who eth - the heart, and underſtandeth 


all the imaginations of the thoughts. 

In compliance, therefore, with the preſumed inten- 
tions of our earth]y ſuperiors, let us, not only now, but 
at all times, cheriſh in our hearts a ſpirit of genuine Pa- 
triotiſm. Let us love our country (which ought to be 
ſupremely dear to us, ſince it comprehends our relations, 
our friends, our properties, and every thing we chiefly 
value) with a fincere and rational affection. Let us 
attentively conſider what are the character, circumſtan— 
ces, and dangers of our country; and then fervently re- 
comment it to the reforming ſpirit, the powerful pro- 
tection, and the indulgent bleſſing, of the great Arbiter 
of events, the Father of the Univerſe. 


I lay, THE FATHER OF THE UNIVERSE; who of 


one blood hath made all nations of men to davell on all the face 
of the earth ; who beholds, and deals impartially among, 
all his children, wherever diſtributed in the different 
apartments of his vaſt houſehold. In a ſpirit of reve- 
rence for him, therefore, and fear of his righteous 


. judgments, let us beware left we ſuffer that rational Pa- 
triotiſm, which the Goſpel permits, to degenerate, like 


the Roman, into a combination and conſpiracy againſt 
the reſt of the world. It is not every thing which we 


may reaſonably alk, even for our country. The de- 


mands of Equity, the juſt Rights of Mankind, and the 
Laws of Humanity, and general Goodwill, are the cir- 


cumſtances of fir/Leonfideration © And ſhould we, on any 


occaſion, forgetting our common relation to the Al- 


mighty, and the rectitude of his adminiſtration, pre- 
ſume to offer him addreſſes inconſiſtent with theſe, we 


may juſtly expect that he will frown upon our requeſts. 
Tf ave regard 11quity in our hearis, whether as to our pri- 
vate or public concerns, ½e Lord ill not hear us; but 
will rather urn away our prayer and his mercies from us. 
How far theſe obſervations and cautions apply or not 
to the preſent ſtate of our affairs, and to the diſappoint- 
ments and calamities we have experienced, I by no 
means preſume to judge. It is not my deſire to proſti- 
tute the ſolemnities of this day to the purpoſes of a 
AY party- 
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party-ſpirit, or to excite any vindictive paſſions in the 
minds of any of my hearers againlt particular perſons or 
parties, We are to lament the national offences is gene- 


val, and not the concern which individuals may Line | in 


them, except in ſo far as we may be ourſelves concern- 
ed. That dark and threatening clouds are awfully col- 
lected around us, and even ſeem ready to burſt, and 
overwhelm us in a ſtorm, is ſufficiently evident to every 
reflecting mind. What have been the cauſes and ſecret 
ſprings of theſe, God knoweth; and in his hand let the 
judgment remain, for he will judge righteou/ly. 


And as I do not preſume to judge the principles or con- 


duct of perſons or parties at home, I as little conceive that 


the proper purpoſe of this-day will in any reſpect be au- 
ſwered by indulging in invectives againſt our enemies 


abroad; whoſe exceſſes and crimes, by whatever means 


they have been excited, have been contemplated by 


none with more real horror, or with more unfeigned 


ſorrow and concern, than by thoſe who from the be- 
ginning wiſhed them well, and had hoped to ice a 


peaccable termination of an event, which appeared to 


them, in its outiet, likely to be attended with conſe- 
quences highly beneficial to the whole civilized world. 

To return, then, to ourſelves, and to the proper buli 
neſs of the day. 

Both individuals and communities, in the ſeaſon of 
proſperity, are too apt to forget their dependence upon 
the protection and favour of God; and to preſume that 
ther mountain flandeth firm, and ſpall never be removed. 
In this preſumption they grow proud, regardleſs of the 
divine laws, inſolent and injurious, raſh in their pur— 
poſes and 1mprudent in their manners, extravagant, 
waſteful, and regardleſs of every thing, but how they 


may fulfil every foolith device and deſire of their own core 


rupt hearts, Now ſuch diſpoſitions and practices muſt, 
in the very nature of things, and according to the ſettled 
order of the divine government, inevitably involve them, 
ſooner or later, in wretchedneſs and ruin. God, even 
in mercy to the offenders, as well as in juſt vindication 
of the authority and power of his government, fails not 


0 


1 

co admonilh them of their weakneſs, and of the inſuffi- 
ciency of their dbjects of confidence, by gradually witfh- 
drawing his protection, and involving them in the con- 
ſequences of their errors. Then in their diſtreſſes they 
will cry unto the Lord, who ſeldom remembered or ace 
knowledged him before.—Such is the honeſt teſtimony 
. which nature in diſtreſs bears to the obligation and ne- 
ceſſity of religion. 

This we find ſtrikingly exemplified in the whole hiſ- 
tory of the Jews. Is the two laſt verſes of the preced- 
ing chapter, particularly, God ſays by his prophet, 7 
evil] be unto Ephraim as a lion, and as a young lion to the 
houſe of Fudah : I, even I, will tear and go away; and 
vill tate away, and none ſhall refeue I will go and return 
to my place, till they acknowledge their offences, and ſeek my 


face: In their affhiftion they awill ſceb me early What fol- 


lows in the words of the text feems meant to expreſs 
the mutual exhortations of the awakened penitents, 
Come, ond let us return unto the Lord; for he hath torn, 
and be will heal us,; be hath ſinitten, and he awilt bind us up, 
Here, my friends, we ſee our own intereſt and duty; 
the duty and intereſt of the preſent ſituation and cir- 
cumſtances of our country. And that we may not only 


be better diſpoſed to perform it, but may be enabled to 


perform it in a reaſonable manner, let us enquire into 
thoſe crimes with which as a zation we ſeem peculiarly 
chargeable. This feerns to be the true and proper pur= 
poſe of this day's folemnity, „ Every individual, in- 
« deed, who has a ſenſe of religion on his mind, will 
« embrace every proper occahon to retire into himſelf 
« for the diſcovery of his private faults, and, having 
« diſcovered, wil endeavour to amend them;” and he 


this day ſeems particularly devoted to the confeſſion of 
national offences; in which, however, we ſhall each of 
us, probably, be found to have our ſhare. 
Now we ſhall find, perhaps, that moſt of our offences 
as 4 nation have ariften from our wealth and proſperity. 
It was a natural conſequence of the fertility of our 
ſoil, the excellence of our materials for manufacture, 
A 4 ihe 
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the abundance of our mineral treaſures, our advantage- 
ous ſituation as an iſland, and above all, the general 
fre:dom of the principles of our conſtitution, that we 
ſhould early become a commercial country; and, by the 
divine bluſſing on the active induſtry of the people, our 
commerce was ſeen to flouriſh, our ſettlements were 
widely difperſed, and productive of abundant riches; 
our colonies numerous, flouriſhing, and rapidly encreaſ- 
ing; our manufactures at home were daily improving; 
in conſequence of which, an abundance of wealth, be- 
fore unknown, was widely diffuſed throughout the coun. 
try, But, alas the vaſt influx of wealth was attended 
with a proportionable acceſſion both of public and pri- 
vate vices. As among individuals the natural conſe- 
quences of avundant wealth, are a ſpirit of pride and 

vanity, of quarrelſomeneſs and impatience of COntra- 
diction, of waſteful extravagance, of impicty and pro— 
faneneſs, of cruelty and oppreſſion, the ſame conſe— 
quences have been experienced by States, and by none, 
perhaps, more than by our own. 

FirsT; Pride, and an overweening conceit of our 
importance as a nation, is a vice from which I fear no 
impartial reader of the hiſtory of the paſt century can 
defend us. * A diſpoſition to prefer to every other our 
ce own habits and ſyitems, to ſuppoſe that we are ad- 
„ mircd and looked-up-to by others, to foſter an extra- 
« vagant opinion of our own inſtitutions, and to be fond 
cc of; our own faults, even becauſe they are our and J 
what is worſt of all, to interfere in the 1 and 
quarrels of our neighbours, to ſettle their ſucceſſions, 
the diviſions of their territories, their religious creeds, 

and their forms of government, has involved us in 

endleſs continental diſputes, from winch our inſular fi- 
et was peculiarly adapted to have preſerved us; 
and in boundleſs expences, which the conſcioufneſs of 
our wealth perſuaded us we were able to bear, and by 
which alone, on various occaſions, our allies have been 
tempted to fight. In this view we are anſwerable. 

In the NEXT place, for a very great proportion of the 

milcries of War; a ſenſe of which ought, therefore, 


« to 
\ 


C9) 
* to make a large part of our humiliations on this day. 
6 War is a ſtate in which all our feelings and duties 
*« {ufter a total and ſtrange. inverſion; a ſtate in which 
* 1t becomes our buſineſs to hurt and annoy onr neigh- 
* bour by every poſſible means; inſtead of cultivating, 
ce to deſtroy; inſtead of building, to pull down; in— 
ce ſtead of peopling, to depopulate; a ſtate in which we 
© drink the tears, and feed upon the miſery, of our fel- 
t low-creatures, We have, indeed, of late years, known 
* none of the calamities of war at home, except the 
„ waltetul expence cf it;“ but our criminal conduct in 
this horrid buſineſs has, perhaps, been aggravated, in 
no ſmall degree, by this very circumſtance, that «our 
« wars have been wars of cool, calculating intereſt; and 
« we have calmly voted flanghter, and-bargained for 
c deſtruction” to other nations, and have ſent thou- 
lands and tens of thouſands of our brave countrymen to 


ſhare in it; «while the reſt of us have flept ſound, and, 


ce protected in our uſual occupations, have talked of the 
cc events of war as of fo many. incidents which have 
& ſerved to diverſify the flat uniformity of life.“ 
THIR DLV: This propenſity, which we have fo hah; 
tually diſcovered, to ſupport other nations, as well 
ourſelves, in the horrid trade of war and bloodſhed, hag 
led to the moſt waſte ful ſyſtem of Extravagance. Like 
individual ſpendthrifts, we have lived beyond our in- 
ome, and anticipated very largely upon the revenues of 
our poſterity. 6 This, in private life, is a certain road 


* to loſs of independence, difgraceful perplexity, and, 


„ in the end, ruin. The cataſtrophes of States are 
c lower in ripening; but like cauſes muſt, in the end, 
“ produce like effects.“ Both the individual and the 
State, if they do not in time « contract their expences, 
* ſtrike off all unneceſſary parade, keep at peace with 
« their neiphbours, and ſet religiouſſy apart a certain 
© {ſym for the diſcharge of their debts,” muſt inevitably 
be ruined; and if either of them ſhould fay, «the ruin 
ec will not come in my time, let poſterity take care of 
ee itfelf; what can we pronounce them, but either very 
ee weak, or very wicked?“ 

FoOURTHLY: 


= 
19 
xt 
*X 
*; 
i 
"7 
Me” 
4; 
ks 
£ 
+ 
f 
RE % 
: bs 


2 * 4 * 


8 - "Se a6? rr 


r *% 
r 
— . 


1 I ED 
22 a ” 2 2 
r CEN 
— 1 8 > IS p 
* 8 v 


| 


| 


(310 


FounTuLy: To diſcharge even the inter of the 
ſums we have borrowed from poſterity, ſuch enormous 
burdens are neceſſarily laid upon our lands, our houſes, 
our commercial dealings and commodities, as are with 
out example in any other nation, and which nothing but 
our flouriſhing commerce could enable us to bear. I do 
not ſpeak of theſe in a political view, which would lead 
to diſcuſſions which I wiſh to avoid, and for which I am 
by no means qualified: I mean not to conſider them as 
in themſetves offences, ſince circumſtanced as we are, 
they are no more, perhaps not ſo much, as juftice to 
polterity requires from us; but they are certainly a cor- 
ſequence of our national crimes, and many ſerious moral 
conſequences are immediately connected with them. 

In, the 4rf? place, the countleſs multitudes of perſons 
neceſſarily employed in the collection of theſe public 
burdens have thrown ſuch an 7zfuence into the hands 
of government, as greatly to endanger the zative inde- 
pendence of the Britiſh ſpirit and character. 

Secondly, they hold out ſuch temptations to every indi- 
vidual to defraud the public revenue, by every mean arti- 
tice and evaſion, as very greatly indeed to injure the 
general moral character of the nation.“ Particularly, 
they tempt great numbers of the inhabitants of our ſea— 
coaſts, all round the iſland, but eſpecially in ſome par- 
ticular diſtricts, by the proſpect of unlawful gain, to 
ſpend their lives in the continual exerciſe of violence, 
kraud, and rapine; in contempt of the law, and in de— 
gane of its authority. | 

Thirdly, they give continual occaſion to the introduc- 
tion of the “ facred name of God, and the awiulneſs of 
4 religious ſanctions, in frequent, and often enfnaring, 
66 Oaths, which lie like ſtumbling-blocks in _every path 
e of buſineſs; tending to corrupt the ſingleneſs of truth, 
6 _ Wear away the delicacy of conſcience, How 


* This has been pointed out with ſuch plainneſs and force by the exccl- 
tent Dr Franklin, in his admirable Eflay on Smupgling and its conſe» 
quences, that a cheap edition of it, generally circulated, would be at 
leaſt as ſeaſonable in theſe times of Gifficuity, as of many other tracts 
which bave been circulated with fo much induſtry, 


66 many 
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i many falſe oaths, within the ſpace of one ſun, are 
e carried up by the accuſing angel, ſrom our cuſtom- 
houſes,. our offices of taxation, our courts, and even 
„ from our altars !-— What miſchief is done to the reli— 
„ gious and moral character of the nation, by this al- 
% moſt eſtabliſhed neceſſity of perjury!” 

LTHESL are ſome of the evils which have ariſen from 
the opulence we have acquired as a commercial nation. 
Put has not our commerce itſclf been, frequently, even 
rarried on and ſupported by glaring enormities? Can we 
examine the tranſactions of the Eaſtern world, and, with 
our hands upon our hearts, exculpate our country from 
the charge of groſs injuſtice and oppreſſion? And, in 
the Weſt, “ are there not ſome darker-cyloured children, 
«K.of the ſarne family with ourſelves, over whom we 
© aſſume a hard controul? And have not theſe eur bre- 
« thren aught again/? us? If we only ſuſpeted that the 
* have, ſurely, on ſuch a day as this, it would behove 
« us anxioully to enquire into the truth, in order that 
„ we might deliver our fouls: But if we know it, and 
© cannot help knowing it; if ſuch enormities have been 
<« prefled and forced upon our notice, till they are be- 
* come ſtale and flat upon the public ear from fulneſs 
and repetition, and ſuperabundance of proof, wh 
<« are they ſtill ſanctioned by our laws, and defended by 


* our princes and great men?“ 
Some perions, perhaps, may ſtill think, that theſe 


ec 


conſiderations are foreign to the buſineſs of this day's. 


tolemnity, the object of which is, to promote a national 
by means of a perional reformation. But let not any of 


is imagine that we are in no reſpect involved in them. 


All nations are made up of individuals; and the na— 
tional crimes appear particularly chargeable upon the 
individuals of the Britiſh nation, who boaſt, and juſtly, 
of the freedom they enjoy, and of the influence they 
pofleſs in the legiſlative aflembly. —Befides, are we, any 
of us, individualiy conſidered, iufliciently free from na- 
tional pride? Are we not, every one of us, too prone to 
Over-rate our excellencies, and to deſpiſe, or elſe be 

jealous 
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zealous of the advances made by, other nations?“ Is it 
not, particularly, a firſt principle in the minds of moſt 
of us, a 3 which we teach our children almoſt 
with their firſt elements, that we are entitled to the ab- 
folute ſupremacy of the ocean; and does not our arro- 
gance in maintaining what we call the honour of the 
Britiſh flag, diſguſt, even in time of peace, the ſubjects 
of every other nation? Or ſuppoſe we advert to the 
conduct of individuals, as it appears in the pages of our 
hiftory. Is it not probable that the good ſenſe of the 
nation would have feen they had fo little intereſt in the 
aueſtion of the Auſtrian or French ſucceſſion, as to 
have prevented their governors from entering into the 
long and bloody war which brought in the preſent / cen- 
tury, if their pride, as individuals, had not been hurt 
by the equally tooliſh pride of the French monarch, in 
| ack nowledging an outlawed Pretender? What, but the 
pride of individual merchants, forced the government, 
again{t their will, to enter into the ſubſequent Spaniſh 
war, which the cool reflections, even of the : Engliſh 
themſelves, will hardly, now, deny to have been unjuſt : 7 
And what but pride led a great majority of the nation to 
ſupport the late unhappy war with our colonics, the very 
principle of which we now all join unanimoufly to con- 
demn? | 

But perhaps the moſt obvious connection between 
public and private vices reſpects our national and indi- 


vidual extravagance. he . treaſures naturally accumu- 


lated by commerce were but too likely to be attended 
with bad effects; but when theſe were aided by the vaſt 
influx of fortunes made, /omehow, in foreign ſettlements, 
and eſpecially by the amazing artificial circulation occa- 
foned by the expenditure of the millions anticipated 
upon the credit of the general ſtock of the nation, there 


In literature, it is notorious, that, eminent as we may juſtly eſteem 
durſelves in its various branches, we are, at the fame time, ſo wrapt up 
in the conceit of our own attainments, that we think it ſcarcely worth 


our white to enquire into the progreſs made by other nations; and are, in 


general, fo ignorant of the ſtate of literature abroad, as frequently to Ex- 
cite a return of contempt from the learned foreigners who occaſionally 
valit us. 
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35 no wonder that a ſpirit of pride and vanity, a ſondnets 
tor boundleſs luxury and extravagance, a rage for gam- 
ing, and the intoxication of pompous and wanton plea= 
lures, ſhould grow up and ſpread wide amony us ; wee 
corruption ſhould inſinuate itſelf into, and contaminate 
the very vitals of the commonwealth, and fpread, with 
fatal rapidity, through all ranks in the State. Hence 
the licentious diſſipation, which mocks all decorum, all 
laws, divine and human, ſo widely diſſeminated among 
the great, and through the numerous tribes of 1 Implictt 
imitators of the great, down to the loweſt claſſes; hence 
the ſtupid ignorance, the horrid profaneneſs, 385 the 
brutal debaucheries, ſo greatly prevalent—1 wiſh 1 could 
lay among none but the lower clafles: Hence the baſe 
{clifhneſs of many of our commercial and monied men, 
who ſcruple not to countenance any enterprize of pub- 
lic, or to practiſe any artifice of private, inguity; 575 
vided they can gain by it: Hence the multitude of art 
and occupations, which ſerve only as pandars to the 
luſts and vices, or to the vanity, folly, and extravagance, 
_of mankind. - Can we wonder that God mould with: Sas 
his protection from us; ſhould abridge the number of 
his bletlings, and cauſe us to experi nee the bitter con- 
{cquences of our deeds? Could wy Jag complain if 
the ſcene ſhould be quite reverſed; and the ſame cala- 
mities be brought to our own doors, which we have ſo 
wantonly inflicted upon others, while we were enjoy- 
ing, in full ſecurity, the wages of our iniquity at home! 
But Come, let us return unto the Lid ; far, though he 
bath torn, it may be he wil heal us again ; th, be hath 
ſmitten, be can bind us up. If, in our aflliction, we /eck 
him early, it is poſſible that he may be found of us, He 
hath ſaid to individuals, Let the avicked man forſake his 
away, and th e unrightecits man his thoughts, and let him re- 
turn unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him, and 
to our Gd, for he will abundantly pardon. He hath alſo 
ſaid to communitics, At what lime T1 jhall ſpeak concerning 
a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to ' pluck up and 15 de- 
ſtroy ; if that natin © gal whom 1 have pronaunced tur 
from their evil, I wi Ul repent wt e evil that I thought to do 


4 


6 3914) 


unto W C64; by his providences, is now addreſſing 
us of theſe kingdoms, to the ſame purport as he formerly 
did the Jews: Let not us adopt the dangerous and fatal 
reſolution of that abandoned and miſerable race, and 
lay with them, There is no hope; but awe will walk after 
our own devices, and will every one do the unagination f his 
Heart. 

But let us return unto the Lord, not merely on theſe 
annually appointed ſolemnities of faſting, humiliation, 
and prayer; not with feigned lips and duplicity of heart; 
for to ſuch the Lord will by no means hearken. Let us 
put away all iniquity, and fear the Lord our God. Let 
us amend our ways, which have not been good, at in- 
 guity may not be our ruin. 

A general reformation of manners, and the revival of 
a religious ſpirit of humility, and ſenſe of our abſojute 
dependence upon God, in common with the reſt of the 
nations of the world, and alſo of an equitable moral prin - 
ciple, which ſhould lead us to do unte others as we abi 
others to do unto ws, would, in the natural courſe ct 
things, ſoon rectify our corruptions and errors. Tt 
would give moderation, principle, and conſiſtency, to 
our rulers and great men; it would revive a ſpirit oz 


fobriety, order, and regard to the public good, among 


the great body of the people: Particularly it would teach 
us nt to think of ourſelves more highly than ave cu, 13 
think; but to think W according as God hath dealt te 
every nation the meaſure of his blethngs. To this defira- 
ble and neceſſary purpoſe of general reformation, let us, 
my friends, not fail to contribute our full proportion : 
Let us put away all impiety and neglect of God; let us 
keep his ſabbaths, reverence his ſanctuary, and ſtudy his 
word fincerely, that we may learn, from it, not only to 
fear and love God, but rs love our brother alſo, Let us 
baniſh from our hearts all pride and Angers envy and 
jealouſy, rancour and animolity, and be kindly nffeftioned 
one to another, with that brotherly love, which it becometh 
the children of the common Father to entertain for all 
his offspring. Let us ſtudy the things that make for peace, 
and things whereby wwe may be mutually beneficial, 0 
ar- 
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Particularly, let the preſent ſeaſon, and the circum- 
ſtances of the times, prevent us from forgetting, in the 
midſt of our anxiety for public affairs, the diſtreſſes of 
our poor and afflicted brethren, who are ſhivering and in 
want around us. This is a virtue which enters largely 
into the deſcription of a true faſt, which you have heard 
read from the prophet Haiah: I not this the faſt which I 

have choſen, to looſe the bands of wickedneſs, to unds the heavy 
burdens, and to let the oppreſſed go free, and that ye break 
every yoke ? Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that 
{hou bring the poor that are caft down to thy houſe ; when 
ihou ſeeft the naked, that thou cover him; and that thou hide 
not thy face from thine own fleſh? T hen, ſays the prophet, 
halt thou call, and I will anſwer ; thou ſhalt cry, ahd he 
{hail fay, Here I am. Surely, if ever there was an occa- 
ſion peculiarly ſuitable for this /abour of love, it is when 
our poor brethren are oppreſſed with the accumulated 
burdens of inclement weather, interrupted trade, threa— 
tened ſcarcity, and all the evils peculiarly attendant upon 
them, from the operation of the moſt accurſed ſcourge 
with which it pleates the divine vengeance to chaſtiſe 
mankind. | | 

Laſtly, let us ever keep in mind, that we were placed 
in this world for wiſer and better purpoſes than to in- 
dulge our angry paſſions. If we would only habituate 
ourſelves to keep in conſtant view the glorious proſpects 
ſet before us in the goſpel, this world, as a ſtate in 
which alone we could prepare ourſelves for a better, 
would indeed acquire an additional and moſt important 
value; we ſhould be very cautious of waſting any of the 


time allowed for our ſtay in it in unworthy purſuits or. 


employments: but the miſerable intrre/ts and ftrifes of 
this world, with all the prejudices and paſſions they ex- 
Cite, would loſe their influence over us; and, inſtead of 
diſturbing each other with them during our paſſage 
through the journey of life, we ſhould be careful 7? to 
fall out by the way ; we ſhould live as pilgrims and ſtrangers 
upon earth, who ſeek for a better country, even a heavent 
one ; as candidates for admiſſion into that city evhich hath 
foundations, whoſe builder and maker is God, 
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